In the early stages of the disease degenerative changes, chiefly fatty, are produced in the cardiac muscle, and changes are also produced in the motor nucleus of the vagus. Later in the disease there are less degenerative changes produced in the cardiac muscle, and more marked changes now occur in the nerve centres of the heart. The heart is affected to a greater or lesser extent in all cases of diphtheria; it is therefore important to watch carefully variations in the pulse from the commencement of the disease in mild as well as severe cases, as changes in the heart which would not be noticed in other diseases are of the greatest significance in diphtheria. If the pulse be examined carefully day by day, it will be found that irregularity is fairly common, although very 
